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They're firing at us with-their machine-guns, and all we can
do is bow our backs and hide ourselves. D'you call that
War? "
" Wait a bit, Bogatiriev, we're discussing important
matters," Kudynov said. As Bogatiriev rose to go out, he
^added : " But don't go. We've no secrets from you." He
turned to Gregor. " Well, then, Melekhov, if we can't hold
out even on this side, then we'll try to break through. We'll
leave all who're not in the army, leave all our baggage, put
the infantry on wagons, take three batteries with us and
inarch to the Donietz. We want to put you at the head.
You won't object ? "
" It's all one to me. But how about our families ? Our
girls, our wives, the old men will all be lost."
" What is to be. . . . Better they should go under, than
that we all should."
Bogatiriev smiled and shook his head. fl And by next
year how many peasants will our women have given birth
to ? " he remarked. " You won't be able to count them.
The Reds are hungry for women now. The other day we
retreated from a village, and everybody cleared out with us,
only one young wife staying behind. In the morning we
saw her crawling towards us like a crab. The comrades had
abused her until she could no longer stand on her feet."
Kudynov's mouth drooped at the corners. Gregor turned
to go out. But before going he asked Kudynov :
" In the event of my bringing the whole division to Bazki,
will there be anything for us to cross the river to Vieshenska
on ? "
" What an idea ! The cavalry can swim their horses across
the Don, surely ? Whoever heard of cavalry being carried
across a river? "
" But I haven't many Donside men, you know that.
And the cossacks from the Chira are not good at swimming.
They've spent all their lives in the steppe, and where can
they swim there ? "
" They'll manage on their horses. They had to do it at
manoeuvres and in the German war."
" I'm talking.about the infantry."
" There's the ferry. And we'll get boats ready, don't be
afraid."
" The people will be coming, too."